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derant, but at the tekkeh are usually resident some ten cell-
bates, including visitors. The sheikh is a notable figure In
Damascus. In Aleppo the Mowlawiyeh occupy a hand-
some house on the principal street, besides owning valu-
able endowed lands. The cap of the order, always a con-
spicuous object in a crowd, is of yellowish white felt in the
form of a truncated cone.
Until very recently the Shaziliyeh of Syria recognized a
supreme sheikh with, authority like that wielded by the
head of the Mowlawiyeh over his Syrian followers. The
office was not hereditary, each chief appointing his succes-
sor. When the head sheikh died at Acre, in 1901, the office
lapsed, as no one was found worthy of succeeding to the post.
Since then each sheikh has been Independent, save in so far
as he may acknowledge the personal authority of a murshid.
As has been intimated, the Shaziliyeh occupy a unique place
among the dervishes of Syria and Palestine. In general it
may be said of them that with the Baghdashiyeh (who are
represented in Syria only by a derivative order called the
Kalandariyeh, with a house at Aleppo) they have kept the
sftfi ideal before them more clearly, and have carried it out
more practically than have the rest of the orders.1 They
seek to attain a purified spiritualism by prayer at all hours,
in all places, and under all circumstances. To the tricks
of magic practised by other orders they give no countenance.
At the same time they have a distinct intellectual life. The
Shaziliyeh have been called the Protestants of Islam, the
name being stretched not only to include the affiliated mem-
bers but the general followers of the teaching. During the
last century their activity was great, but the pantheistic
tendency inherent in sufiism has brought upon them the
suspicion of the Orthodox, and it seems to be partly owing
to their prudence that less is heard of them in the present
century. There is a mosque in Damascus frequented al-
most exclusively by themselves and by their friends. The
1 My information in regard to tho Baghdashfyeh was obtained from
a Syrian sheikh. They have n good reputation in Constantinople. How-
ever, Dr. D. B, Macdonald, .speaking evidently for Egypt, says they
are accused of immoral orgies. (See his "Aspects of Islam/' p. 154;
New York, 1911.)

